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James writes …
Joyful Celebration or Living with Uncertainty?

Bruegel, The Census at Bethlehem. Photo: Remi Jouan, March 2007

This year Advent and Christmas is going to be like no other. Yes, the
spiritual meaning of this special season, as always, is about waiting and
watching – as we wait with the pregnant Mary, as we look to the visions
of the prophets, and for new life to dawn in our world.

But in 2020 - supposed to be a milestone: remember ‘2020 vision’ everything has been turned upside down by our global Covid-19
pandemic. The first lock-down was hard enough, but at the time of
writing we are mid-way through a second lock-down, and even now we
don’t know whether or not gathered Church will be possible during
Advent as a whole. Hence, later in Parish Voice, we outline our expected
pattern of services – a combination of gathered and online worship – not
yet knowing what will be permissible. After all, we’d planned lots of
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things during November – including my institution as vicar of St John’s by
the Bishop of Ely – which mostly had to be cancelled. So the world is not
‘as we know it’, and above all people are suffering under the pandemic:
rising cases of Covid-19, hospital admissions, mental ill health, delays to
other treatments, and widespread economic and social disruption, all
around the world. How much prayer is needed, at times like this.
What can we learn from this time, as we still anticipate – with hope and
expectation – our joyful celebration together, of the birth of the Messiah,
our Lord Jesus Christ?
In November our Church leaders nationally, in response to another lockdown, announced a ‘month of prayer’, recalling us to our fundamental
spiritual disciplines. Times of desolation, as I suggested on 15th
November, do enable us to be ‘hollowed out’, so that we may be filled
once more with the things of God. It’s painful, but growth can still
happen, if ‘we are still’. We do not seek such hardship and uncertainty,
but this is a time of prayerful growth, as we rely more wholly on God’s
presence and support for our lives. And may this continue, throughout
Advent, Christmas & Epiphany.
Secondly, our resilience and creativity, as a Christian community, during
the pandemic as a whole, has shown us that there is much than we can
still do – lock-down or no lock-down – to continue our collective worship,
liturgical creativity, teaching and witnessing, in uncertain times. It was
profound to notice how many people were impacted by our
Remembrance Sunday ‘Roll of Honour’, recorded by St John’s Choir and
Michael Fincham, fortuitously, prior to lock-down! In the same way, lots
is planned for December, including Carol Services both pre-recorded and
live-streamed, as well as a pre-recorded online Nativity, and options for
Christingle either gathered or on Zoom! Many Churches, whatever the
challenges, are experiencing unexpected growth, via their online
provision, and people’s hunger for the spiritual.
Thirdly, throughout 2020 we have been led to affirm, appreciate and
support the work of our wonderful NHS and frontline workers, as well as
scientists, and leaders in national and local government, as so many take
a lead in keeping us all safe, and supporting the vulnerable. And how
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exciting and hope-filled the recent news of potential Covid-19 vaccines,
which will make such a difference, as we dream of a ‘new normal’ in
2021, including being reunited with so many loved ones whom we
haven’t been able to spend time with! All of us have a duty to support
each other, and the most vulnerable, as at present through our
telephone contact scheme and local Food-Hub, and may we all support
our NHS staff. I am very proud to be a very small part of that, as I
continue my Locum Chaplaincy role at Addenbrooke’s during this lockdown. May all doctors, nurses, scientists, as well as school-teachers in
our congregation, know that we are with them in spirit.
Fourthly, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace,
Emmanuel, who makes all things new, and helps usher in a ‘new
creation’ of which the Bible speaks (‘New heavens and a new earth’), we
all have a duty – anticipating our world, post-pandemic – to explore
ways of living more compassionately, justly and sustainably, into God’s
future. That’s why I’m pleased St John’s is going to continue its
engagement with issues of ecology sustainability, into 2021, as well as
supporting people of good will in envisioning a new and more just
future. Let us all pray that our world and its leaders will indeed begin to
address these urgent needs of our planet and all living creatures.
Please enjoy this edition, and I especially invite you to engage with the
series of weekly spiritual reflections – prepared by our ordinands and
ministry team - and associated materials on our St John’s website,
including links to the Church of England’s ‘Comfort and Joy’ reflections,
over nine days of the Christmas festival.

Do go online: https://www.stjohntheevangelistcambridge.org/
May I wish you all, and your loved ones, a happy and unexpectedly
joyful Christmas, and thank you for all that you do for others, and to
bless our Christian community here at St John the Evangelist.
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Introducing Our New Curate

Hi, I’m Ceri Payne and I’m looking
forward to meeting you as your
Curate from next summer. I’ve lived
on Hills Road near St John’s for
nearly 20 years, together with my
husband Mike who is a professor of
computational physics at the
Cavendish Lab and a fellow at
Pembroke College, and our four
children. They are now all grown up
and we also have a son-in-law.

church only out of curiosity after the
girl in the room next to mine asked if
I’d like to go with her. I dipped in and
out of church for the next few years,
but my interest was re-kindled when
I was living in London whilst training
to be a barrister. I met some friends
who expected God to care about
their lives and their prayers and I saw
what it meant to them to have a
personal relationship with God.

I originally came to Cambridge from
a little village in East Yorkshire to
study law at Girton College. On my
first Sunday in Cambridge I went to

Over many months I grew to
understand more about God through
the Bible and when I realised how
relationship with him becomes
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possible through Jesus, I knew that I
had become a Christian. After that,
everything felt different. When Mike
returned to Cambridge after a year of
research at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, he also
started looking into Christianity and
he has his own story to tell about
how God became a reality to him.

and from experience how God
reaches out to us through Jesus.

Thinking about how far to press on
with becoming a judge myself, I came
to realise that it was my
conversations with people about God
that were becoming the most
important to me because they were
of potentially eternal significance. I
We got married and lived in Sleaford loved my legal work, but I started to
Street and then in Gwydir Street, and explore working with the church fullwe moved to Hills Road after 15
time, and that is how I came to be at
years. In normal times, we love being theological college in Ridley Hall and
within a short walk of the cinema so to be looking forward to starting as
we can satisfy our eclectic tastes in
your Curate.
films.
Theological college has been a
I was a barrister in chambers in
wonderful opportunity to engage
London for more than 30 years and I with Christians with very different
was a QC for my last 7 years in
experience and perspectives and to
practice (as Ceri Bryant QC). I loved
grow and learn together. Since I’m
working in company law advising all doing a Cambridge University
kinds of companies, big and small.
theology degree, I’m also an
I’ve always enjoyed problem-solving undergraduate at Magdalene College
so I relished the challenge of using
and I’ve enjoyed becoming part of
our Victorian, but very flexible,
Magdalene’s chapel community.
company-restructuring legislation to Being on Magdalene’s team on
achieve complex reorganisations, and University Challenge has also been
then proving to the judge that these enormous fun.
they would be fair to all the stakeholders (or occasionally seeking to
I’m very excited about everything
persuade the judge that the
God is going to show me whilst
opposition’s proposals were nothing learning with James and with you, as
but a travesty of justice!). But
your Curate.
throughout my working life I was also
excited about showing from the Bible
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Hi, I'm Lou, I'm currently studying on a 2-

year Graduate Diploma in Theology, Ministry and Mission at Westcott House. This
is my first time in Cambridge. I come from
Darlington in the North East, and have
previously studied for 3 years at Cranmer
Hall as an independent student. I've been
involved various churches, St. Cuthbert's
Darlington, Durham Cathedral, Group of
the Annunciation in Sunderland on my
CEMES scheme and now here at St.
John's. I've really enjoyed coming along
on Sundays and have been very welcomed by everyone, I look forward to getting to know you all better this coming year and being a
part of this community.
Lou

There are still copies of the
St John’s Cook Book
available for sale towards
Church Funds. Cost £8.
Available from the Church
Office or from Paula Wolff
(Tel: 520669). Inside you’ll
find many special recipes
including many for the
festive season!
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Ordinand Will's successful charity run for Westcott House
It was a cold morning one day in
January, and I was enjoying
breakfast in the Dining Hall with
Bishop Tim Stevens. He had just the
previous day arrived as our Interim
Acting Principal of my theological
college, Westcott House. We were
talking about our hobbies and
interests – and upon telling him I'm
a keen runner, he jokingly said I
should run a charity run for
Westcott House.
I loved the idea – and so I did!
I was intending to run a race in
London's glorious Richmond Park
later that term, but the race was
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, this did not deter
me – and after the summer vacation I successfully entered a 10k race
in the stunning Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, near Stratford.
Through my charity running, I've raised over £18,000 for charity so far
– including charities such as the British Heart Foundation, Cancer
Research UK, Crohn's & Colitis UK, and now of course for Westcott
House.
The race was a huge success – it was my first race since the first
lockdown, and it felt wonderful to be running competitively again, in
the autumnal sunshine of October. I completed the 10k in 41:46, and I
came 67th out of 294 runners. And, to my delight, I raised £1,278 for
Westcott House – and to Bishop Tim's delight as well, of course!
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Mary (a Ballad)
I loved a lady,
A long time ago,
She was so kind and gentle
And had a heart of gold,
She held her son Jesus
Cradled close in her arms
And she loved the Lord Jesus
To keep him from harm
She went to a wedding
With her son tall and fine
In the midst of celebrating
They ran out of wine,
She looked to her son
To see what could be done
But he said to his mother,
“My time is not yet come.”
She looked at him pleading
With eyes so pure and gentle,
So he prayed to God his Father
That He might hearken to her pleas.
He bade her tell the servants
Fill the jars up with water,
He blessed them in his Father’s name,
Turned the water into wine.
There came a day
So cruel and grey
When Jesus Christ was taken away,
And hung on a cross
For all to see
With a crown on his head
And a wound in his side.
His mother nearby
Gazed on her son
Her heart pierced with pain
Like the wound in his side.
But she now knew for sure
That the son that she bore
Was God come to earth
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God with us evermore.
I loved a lady,
A long time ago,
She was so kind and gentle
And had a heart of gold,
She held her son Jesus
Cradled close in her arms
And she loved the Lord Jesus
To keep him from harm
Beryl Johnson

Support St John’s - Order some of our beautiful Christmas
Cards
We are offering our own
Christmas card for sale this
year, price £4.50 for 10. In
order for the cards to be
collected on Sunday 6th, we
need to have orders placed
by 30th November at the
latest. The design is a window at St John the Evangelist. Images of the front and
inside of the card are shown.
See also the back cover for
the window image.
Please email Joseph with your order for packs of ten cards at
josephnsaunders@gmail.com
Payment should be made at collection from church on 6th December. If you cannot
arrange for collection please advise Joseph when placing your order. Please let
friends and family know of our offer but do make sure all orders reach Joseph by
30th November.
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From the Editors:
What a year it’s been—a year in which we’ve all had to cope with change
and doing things differently. One of these changes, as you all know, has
been to put the magazine temporarily online, and we write now to say it’s
been agreed that this change should become permanent. Those who
through lockdown have had paper copies will continue to get them, but for
most people the Parish Voice will now be available (free) online.
So it’s a bit of the end of an era, and we’d like to say a massive thank you to
everyone who has contributed to it: to all those who have written or sent
pictures or given us ideas, and to all those, less visible but no less crucial to
the whole undertaking, who have helped with its physical production—Lyn
who has rolled off goodness knows how many copies and always been so
ready to help, and to Cherry and her team who have managed its
distribution and run it so smoothly. .
It’s perhaps worth emphasizing that the magazine will of course continue!
Please do keep the contributions coming in. Any suggestions as to ways in
which we might now look to develop further will also be more than
welcome. Just send them all to us at parishvoicesje@gmail.com.
With very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
Liz and Paula

Moonless darkness stands between.
Past, O Past, no more be seen!
But the Bethlehem star may lead me
To the sight of Him who freed me
From the self that I have been.
Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy;
Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly;
Now beginning, and alway:
Now begin, on Christmas day.

Gerard Manley Hopkins
12

We were sad to receive news of the death of Jeanette Hawes who for many years
was a stalwart of Traidcraft at St John’s. She first assisted Elizabeth Darlington, who
set up Traidcraft here, and when Elizabeth left the area Jeanette and Katie continued her pioneering work. Not only was Jeanette involved (until the family moved to
Burwell) but also husband Tony, who carted the boxes back and forth from storage
above the Wilkinson Room, and daughter Catherine who helped on the stall.
*********************
If the church is open for gathered worship on Sunday 6 December
the Traidcraft stall will be there.

We still have Advent Calendars with and without chocolate, Christmas Cards, wrapping paper, seasonal gifts, Christmas chocolates and biscuits, as well as the usual
range of groceries and household products. If we are still in lockdown I will move
all the stock to my house and shall be happy to serve you from my front doorstep. Or phone me and I’ll deliver to you.
This season always brings much packaging waste but thankfully many companies
are replacing plastic with compostable material. Traidcraft uses sustainable packaging, with the likes of the inner wrap of its chocolate bars and its sweets’ packaging
coming in compostable material. It’s important that these are added to your compost waste and not to the recycling bins otherwise they will contaminate the whole
load. There are many products in the catalogue made with recycled glass as well as
innovative household products such as bar shampoo which uses no plastic at all.
Remember that only if it passes the scrunch test can simple wrapping be recycled
(without the sticky tape) but foil or glitter decorated paper cannot and should go in
the general waste.
Thank you to everyone for your support. There won’t be a January stall but we
hope to see you again on Sunday 7 February. In the meantime, don’t forget that
the goods in my house will be accessible if anyone has need of anything.
Katie Knapton Tel 212089
katiekapton@talktalk.net
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An Ode to Advent
Advent – the count down
Day 1, 2 and 3
Sparkling lights and tinsel
Are, placed upon the tree.
Advent – the count down
Day 4, 5 and 6
Mince pies and mulled wine
Such a warming ‘winter fix’.
Advent – the count down
Day 7, 8 and 9
A kiss beneath the mistletoe
Oh, tell me you’ll be mine.
Advent – the count down
Day – 10, 11 and 12
Busy lighting candles
Placed high up on the shelves.
Advent – the count down
With just 13 days to go
Gather around the fire
Just feel this heartfelt glow.
Advent – the count down
The choir is singing high
The nights are getting shorter
And the North Star is in the sky.
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Advent – the count down
Robin red breast says hello
And looking through the window now
Was that a flake of snow?
Advent – the count down
Season greetings sent to you
And peace, goodwill to everyone
This story is told anew.
Advent – the count down
A child is on ‘his’ way
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Oh Come oh faithful day.
Advent – the count down
Gifts fit for a King
Preparing the way for Christmas
With festivities in full-swing.
Advent – four candles
Week 1, 2 and 3
With number 4 now glowing
Yea, Lord, we do greet thee.

Kay Blayney©
1 December 2017
Revised November 2020
st
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Sunday Services at St John’s in December and January
Sunday 6th
December
Advent 2

9:30am
11:00am
6.00pm

All Age Service
Parish Communion
Evensong

Sunday 13th
December
Advent 3

10:00am
4:00pm
6.00 pm

Parish Communion
Christingle
Evensong

Sunday 20th
December
Advent 4

9:30am
6.00pm

All Age Communion
Carol Service (also a pre-recorded online
Carol Service)

Sunday 27th
December

10.30 am

Parish Communion

Sunday 3rd
January
Epiphany

9:30am
11:00am
6.00pm

All Age Communion
Service of the Word
Evensong

Sunday 10th
January

9:30am
11:00am
6.00pm

All Age Service
Parish Communion
Evensong

Sunday 17th
January

9:30am
11:00am
6.00pm

All Age Service
Parish Communion
Holy Communion

Sunday 24th
January

9:30am
11:00am
6.00pm

All Age Service
Parish Communion
Evensong

Sunday 31st
January

9:30am
11:00am
6.00pm

All Age Service
Parish Communion
Evensong
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Regular Weekday Worship
Mondays

9.00am

Morning Prayer

Tuesdays

9.00am
10.30am
6.30 pm

Morning Prayer
Bible Study Group
Evensong with Homerton Charter Choir
(17th and 24th Nov); on 10 November this
service will be a Remembrance Eucharist
with the Charter Choir of Homerton College

Wednesdays 9.00 am
10.00am
9:00pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion BCP (9th Dec, all dates in
Jan)
Compline (online) Zoom: 76397722761
Passcode: 6a1xwu

We hope will be our services in December and January, although
obviously this will depend on what COVID-19 restrictions are in place.
Up-to-date details always available on our website. Full details of
Christmas services are on the following pages.

Homerton News
Christmas and New Year Greetings from the Charter Choir and from
us all at Homerton.
We look forward to being back to sing Evensong in St John's in 2021
Trish
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A Guide to Services and Resources
for Advent and Christmas

What follows is a guide to which services we hope to run over Advent
and Christmas. Obviously, all of these are provisional on any further
COVID-19 restrictions being put into place.
The most up-to-date list of what we are able to do, will always be on
our website: stjohntheevangelistcambridge.org/about-us/christmas/
All our main Advent and Christmas services will need to be booked,
via Eventbrite. Details of this will be on the website and contained in
the weekly e-news. Please do contact James or Chris is you have any
difficulties booking in this way.
In the first instance, due to restrictions on numbers, we ask everyone
to only book to physically attend one out of the Carol Service/
Midnight Mass/ Christmas Day. In addition, we’re asking families to
only choose one out of Christingle and Messy Nativity. Obviously if
we have ‘spare seats’ we can open these up more widely. Full details
of how to access online services is also below.
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Sunday, 13th December at 4:00 pm
Christingle Service
A service for all ages, during which we create a Christingle and
celebrate Jesus as light of the world. Includes a collection in aid of The
Children’s Society. If possible, bring your own orange!
Booking strongly recommended. In the event of further COVID-19
restrictions, our Christingle Service will move onto Zoom.
Sunday 20th December at 6:00 pm
Christmas Carol Service
A candlelit service of traditional Christmas music and readings. We
expect there will no congregational singing.
Limited seating, booking essential. Also livestreamed.
Online Carol Service
A pre-recorded online alternative to our traditional Carol Service will
also be available. Join in singing as loudly as you like, from the
comfort of your sofa!
Wednesday 23rd December at 10am
Quiet pre-Christmas Eucharist
A simple BCP Eucharist, with seasonal reflection and music.
We don’t expect booking to be required.
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CHRISTMAS EVE, Thursday, 24th December 11:30 p.m.
11:00 am

Messy Nativity

A safe and socially distanced morning of fun for the whole family, with
Christmas crafts and activities, and a special retelling of the Christmas
story.
Booking strongly recommended. In the event of further COVID-19
restrictions, details of how to join in with Messy Nativity from home
will be shared online.
11:30 pm

Midnight Mass

The choir sings carols from 11:00 pm, with service starting at
11:30pm. Join us, as we gather to celebrate Christmas and the
mystery of God come among us.
Limited seating, booking essential. Livestreamed.
CHRISTMAS DAY, Wednesday, 25th December
8:00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

A quieter, more reflective, Christmas service
We don’t expect booking will be required
10:00 am

All Age Eucharist and Nativity

Hear the Christmas story and celebrate Christmas Day at our All Age
Service.
Limited seating, booking essential.
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Resources
Weekly reflections for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season; available as a supplement to this edition of the Parish Voice, and for download on our website: stjohntheevangelistcambridge.org/about-us/
christmas/
Other resources will also be added to the website during Advent.
Suggested Advent Book ‘Advent in Narnia’ by Heidi Haverkamp. This
includes daily readings, as well as session for small groups. Please do
get in touch with James or Chris if you would like to join an advent
group.
Other resources for families, including Love Life Live Advent booklet
and reverse Advent Calendar will be distributed. Do contact Chris if
you would like copies.
Church of England Resources this year focuses on the theme of
#ComfortAndJoy: churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy
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Priest in Charge
Assistant Curate
Honorary Assistant Priests
Lay Minister Emeritus
Licensed Lay Minister
Churchwarden
Deputy Churchwarden
Churchwarden Emeritus
Parish Administrator
Email:
Office Hours
Church Treasurer
Gift Aid Secretary
Organist & Choirmaster
Pastoral Assistant
Safeguarding Coordinator
Parish Magazine Editors
Email:
Advertising
Health and Safety Officer
Traidcraft
Toddle Along and
Children’s Church
Mother & Toddler Group

Revd James Shakespeare (Tel: 241815)
Revd Chris Campbell (Tel: 07383 512636)
Revd. Dr. Peter Heslam (Tel: 722822)
Revd John Hillier (Tel: 844282)
Beryl Johnson (Tel: 243409)
Kate Aylmer
Peter Tavner (Tel 842226)
Michael Fincham
Peter West (Tel: 243834)
Lyn Harrison (Tel: 241316)
stjecambridge@gmail.com
Mon-Fri: 9.00am–12noon
Roger Lilley (Tel: 07950 088172)
Joseph Philip
Elizabeth Trenchard (Tel: 01954 201381)
Anne Rigby (Tel: 210871)
Sarah Talmage (Tel: 01954 211252)
Paula Wolff (Tel: 520669) and
Liz Radice (Tel: 244791)
parishvoicesje@gmail.com
Parish Office (Tel: 241316)
Peter Tavner (Tel: 842226)
Katie Knapton (Tel: 212089)
Parish Office, Tel 241316)
Lesley Jenkins (Tel: 565974)

Uniformed Organisations
5th Cambridge Brownies
Shelly Palazzo (Tel: 07971 696626)
(Tuesday 6pm term time only)
5th Cambridge Guides
Kristie Bewers (Tel: 510352)
(Tuesday 7:30pm term time only)
28th Cambridge Beaver Scouts* Denise Owen (Tel: 510357)
(Wednesday 6pm term time only)
28th Cambridge Cub Scouts*
Jeremy Racher (Tel: 244085)
(Monday 6pm term time only)
28th Cambridge Scouts*
Geoff Oliver (Tel: 413553)
(Tuesday 7:30pm term time only)
*At HQ, Flamsteed Road
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